
Working with UCSB Corporate Affiliates Program was a natural 

evolution for CytomX Therapeutics, LLC since its foundational 

technologies evolved from research originally conducted at 

UCSB. 

CytomX (pronounced sigh-toe-mix)—an early-stage 

biotherapeutics discovery company located in Goleta, 

California— was founded in February of 2008 when associate 

professors Patrick Daugherty, Ph.D., Chemical Engineering and 

Hyongsok (Tom) Soh, Ph.D., Mechanical Engineering combined 

forces with UCSB Professor/Nobel Laureate in Chemistry (2000) 

Alan Heeger, Ph.D., Physics and investor Frederick Gluck.

“The purpose behind the founding of CytomX was to design 

biotherapeutics that selectively target sites of disease in the 

body,” said Patrick Daugherty, Board member and acting Chief 

Scientific Officer. “Specifically, CytomX has a new technology 

that will deliver Probodies ™, protease-activated antibody 

therapeutics, and other biologics to specific locations in 

the body.”  The therapeutics target and localize treatment 

to diseased tissues, a process that avoids damaging healthy 

tissues. Targeted treatment means more effective and safer 

therapies with fewer toxic and deleterious side effects for 

patients. Initial therapeutic applications are expected to be for 

the treatment of breast, head and neck cancers, rheumatoid 

arthritis and other inflammatory diseases.

UCSB started out as a significant 

player for CytomX and continues 

to play a vital role in the company’s 

emergence. CytomX’s Chief 

Executive Officer Nancy Stagliano, 

Ph.D. said, “Working with UCSB 

to build our company has been 

a great experience, from hiring 

employees to licensing our technology. In addition, UCSB’s 

Corporate Affiliates Program provides networking and business 

development opportunities. As a small company, we can be 

isolated and are often buried in what 

we’re doing. Director of Corporate 

Business Development, Leslie Edwards, 

and her team provide me with a 

regular sense of what is going on in 

the university, what is going on in 

the community with respect to the 

university, and how it directly relates to us.”

“Another key aspect of our relationship with UCSB is that our 

researchers access the facilities at the university on a re-charge 

basis.  Whether it is specialized and expensive equipment or 

technical help with small-scale animal experiments, we have 

found the university to be invaluable to our progress. As a 

small company with limited funds, use of local equipment and 

expertise has helped get us off the ground.”

 

“While UCSB actively shapes the scientific community, we’d 

like to think that the system works so well in part because 

companies give back.  We’re open to sharing our experiences, 

expertise and opinions.  I’ve given talks at the university 

detailing how businesses can effectively work with the 

university.”

“Working with UCSB’s Corporate Affiliates Program is an 

excellent two-way reciprocal relationship and one that 

I’m very thankful for. “ Accessing UCSB’s cutting edge 

technologies, facilities and human resources has given 

CytomX an edge.” 
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To learn more about how your company can work with UC 
Santa Barbara, contact Leslie Edwards (805-893-3944/edwards@

engineering.ucsb.edu) or Chris Russo (805.893.5544/crusso@
engineering.ucsb.edu) in the Corporate Affiliates Programs Office.
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